REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the Application as amended is respectfully requested. In that Office 
Action, the Examiner sets forth his objections to the Drawings and Claims, and his conclusions 
under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 ^2, and 35 U.S.C, § 103. Applicant will address these issues in seriatim. 

Objections to Drawings 

The Examiner has objected to the drawing as failing to show every feature of the 
invention specified in the claims pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.83(a). Specifically, the Examiner notes 
that the sidewall of the lid has not been shown in sufficient detail in that the sidewall extending 
away fi^om the top surface of the lid, and the sidewall extending towards the top service of the lid 
where the mounting member on the sidewall must be shown in the drawings or cancelled fi*om 
the claims. 

Applicant contends Figures 1(A), 1(B), 1(C), 2(A), 2(B), 2(C), 3(A), 3(B) and3(C) 
adequately indicate the scenario where the annular sidewall extends away from the top surface. 
The scenario where the annular sidewall extends toward the top surface is merely the opposite of 
what is pictured above. 

Applicant further contends the mounting member is adequately indicated as element "42" 
in Figures 1(A), 1(B), 1(C), 2(A), 2(B) and 2(C). Such mounting members are known in the art 
and customarily take the form of a snap, or like device to secure a cup to a lid. 

As such, Applicant contends that no correction to the drawings is necessary. 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfiiUy requests the Examiner's objection to the drawings pursuant 
to 37 C.F.R. 1.83(a) be withdrawn. 
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Claim Objection 

The Examiner correctly notes that Claim 10 incorrectly references the transition 
"comprising." Applicant amends Claim 10 by replacing the incorrect transition "comprising." 
with the correct transition "comprising:". Applicant respectfully contends this amendment 
overcomes the Examiner's claim objection. 

35 U.S.C. §112,1T2. 

The Examiner objects to claims 13-14 and 16 as being indefinite for failing to particularly 
point out and distinctly claim the subject which Applicant regards as the invention. 

Specifically, the Examiner has rejected claims 13-14 and 16 pursuant to 35 U.S. C. § 112, 
second paragraph. The Examiner notes that while the preamble of the above claims refers to a 
"resealable tab," the remainder of these claims contain subject matter directed towards a 
container lid. Applicant contends that the claims are appropriate, as written, based on the 
reference to "a lid for a drinking cup" in the preamble of independent claim 10. Nonetheless, 
and for the sake of clarity, Applicant hereby amends claims 13-14 and 16. As such, Applicant 
contends claims 13-14 and 16 as amended overcome the Examiner's rejection pursuant to 35 
U.S.C. § 112,^2. 

The Examiner correctly notes that claim 16 fails to provide an antecedent basis for the 
"top surface" element. Applicant amends this claim to overcome the Examiner's rejection. 
35 U.S.C. $ 103-Sitko. et al in View of Lu. et al 

The Examiner rejects claims 1-6, 10-16 and 23-36 pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
obvious over Sitko, et al in view of Lu, et al Specifically, the Examiner contends that Sitko, et 
al teaches a lid, a top surface, a sidewall extending therefrom with means to engage, a snap on a 
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cup, an opening, and a resealable tab. The Examiner correctly notes that Sitko, et al does not 
teach a food grade adhesive to attach the resealable tab. The Examiner contends that Lu, et al. 
teaches the use of a polyurethane adhesive to attach/adhere a tab closure to beverage cans of 
pressurized or unpressurized contents. The Examiner concludes that the elements of Sitko, et al 
in view of Lu, et aL teach the present invention. For the reasons set forth below, the Applicant 
respectfully disagrees. 

With respect to the Sitko, et al reference, the resealable tab contemplated in the present 
invention as not taught. The sealing strip in Sitko, et al contemplates a foil construction with the 
strip fixed at one end. As such, the strip disclosed in Sitko, et al does not have the convenience 
and functionality of the resealable tab in the present invention. For example, the strip does not 
appear to be resealable. Further, the fact the strip is fixed at one end results in the user having to 
overcome the tab itself when, as it is likely prone to do, it interferes with the opening. The 
resealable tab in the present invention is far more practical, being of light weight construction 
and minimal size. Thus, the resealable tab in the present invention may be easily used over and 
over again. Also, the resealable tab in the present invention can be originally placed, or later 
placed, at any position on the lid surface (or for that matter, anywhere else convenient to the 
user), and therefore, the user need never negotiate with the presence of the resealable tab near the 
drinking opening once the resealable tab in the present invention has been removed or stored 
elsewhere. Finally, the Sitko, et al reference contemplates a raised area necessary for detaching 
the strip. Given the light and flexible construction of the resealable tab in the present invention, 
a raised area is not necessary for effective and convenient use of the present invention. 

With respect to the Lu, et al reference, this disclosure also fails to teach the resealable 
tab contemplated in the present invention. First and foremost, this reference is more adeptly 
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applicable to beverage cans of steel or aluminum construction, and not cups and the like. 
Further, the "tape" closure in the Lu, et al reference contemplates a plastic construction having a 
vapor coated thin layer of metal, such as aluminum. Here again, the efficacy of the resealing 
ability of the tape closure appears limited given the relatively rigid and heavy construction 
contemplated for the closure. Finally, the Lu, et al reference incorporates an interior sheet 
material which is adhesively bonded to the tape. Naturally, the manufacturing complexities 
associated with such a construction result in further limitations not associated with the present 
invention. 

Accordingly, the Sitko, et al and Lu, et al references do not teach, in combination or 
otherwise, the resealable tab disclosed in the present invention. As such, it is respectfully 
contended that the present invention is not obvious over the Sitko, et al reference in view of the 
Lu, et al reference. 

35 U,S,C. § 103-Revnolds, et al. in View of Lu, et al 

The Examiner rejects claims 10-22 pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over 
Reynolds, et al in view of Lu, et al Specifically, the Examiner contends that Reynolds, et al 
teaches a rigid or aluminiim tab, different shape tabs, and round or oval tabs with protmding 
lifting members. The Examiner correctly notes that Reynolds, et al does not teach a tab having 
a polyurethane adhesive. The Examiner contends that Lu, et al teaches the use of a 
polyurethane adhesive to attach/adhere a tab closure to beverage cans of pressurized or 
unpressurized contents. The Examiner concludes that the elements of Reynolds, et al in view of 
Lu, et al teach the present invention. For the reasons set forth below, the Applicant respectfully 
disagrees. 
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With respect to Reynolds, et aL, the resealable tab contemplated in the present invention 
is not taught. The closure strip in Reynolds, et al is not resealable. Further, the strip 
contemplates a rigid or aluminum construction. As such, the strip disclosed in Reynolds, et al 
does not have the convenience and functionality of the resealable tab in the present invention. 
For example, the resealable tab in the present invention is far more practical, being of light 
weight construction and minimal size. Thus, the resealable tab in the present invention may be 
easily used over and over again. The Reynolds, et al reference also necessarily contemplates a 
protruding lifting member needed for detaching the strip. Given the light and flexible 
construction of the resealable tab in the present invention, a protruding lifting member is not 
necessary for effective and convenient use of the present invention. 

With respect to the Lu, et al reference, this disclosure also fails to teach the resealable 
tab contemplated in the present invention. First and foremost, this reference is more adeptly 
applicable to beverage cans of steel or aluminum construction, and not cups and the like. 
Further, the "tape" closure in the Lu, et al reference contemplates a plastic construction having a 
vapor coated thin layer of metal, such as aluminum. Here again, the efficacy of the resealing 
ability of the tape closure appears limited given the relatively rigid and heavy construction 
contemplated for the closure. Finally, the Lu, et al reference incorporates an interior sheet 
material which is adhesively bonded to the tape. Naturally, the manufacturing complexities 
associated with such a construction result in fiirther limitations not associated with the present 
invention. 

Accordingly, the Reynolds, et al and Lu, et al references do not teach, in combination or 
otherwise, the resealable tab disclosed in the present invention. As such, it is respectfiilly 
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contended that the present invention is not obvious over the Reynolds, et al reference in view of 
the Lu, et aL reference. 

35 U.S.C. S 103-Clements in View of Sitko, et al and Lu, et aL 

The Examiner rejects claims 1-36 pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over 
Clements in view of Sitko, et al and Lu, et al Specifically, the Examiner contends that 
Clements teaches a beverage lid with a recess to allow a user's mouth to closely fit around a 
drinking opening. The Examiner correctly notes that Clements does not teach a resealable tab 
nor the use of a polyurethane adhesive. The Examiner contends that Sitko, et al teaches a lid, a 
top surface, a sidewall extending therefi"om with means to engage, a snap on a cup, an opening, 
and a resealable tab. The Examiner correctly notes that Sitko, et al does not teach a food grade 
adhesive to attach the resealable tab. The Examiner contends that Lu, et al teaches the use of a 
polyurethane adhesive to attach/adhere a tab closure to beverage cans of pressurized or 
unpressurized contents. The Examiner concludes that the Clements reference in view of Sitko, et 
al and Lu, et al teach the present invention. For the reasons set forth below, the Applicant 
respectfiiUy disagrees. 

With respect to the Clements reference, the Examiner correctly notes no closure device is 
disclosed. As such, the Clements reference is limited to a drinking cup lid having a recessed 
portion to accommodate a user's mouth. 

With respect to the Sitko, et al reference, the resealable tab contemplated in the present 
invention as not taught. The sealing strip in Sitko, et al contemplates a foil construction with the 
strip fixed at one end. As such, the strip disclosed in Sitko, et al does not have the convenience 
and fiinctionality of the resealable tab in the present invention. For example, the strip does not 
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appear to be resealable. Further, the fact the strip is fixed at one end results in the user having to 
overcome the tab itself when, as it is likely prone to do, it interferes with the opening. The 
resealable tab in the present invention is far more practical, being of hght weight construction 
and minimal size. Thus, the resealable tab in the present invention may be easily used over and 
over again. Also, the resealable tab in the present invention can be originally placed, or later 
placed, at any position on the lid surface (or for that matter, anywhere else convenient to the 
user), and therefore, the user need never negotiate with the presence of the resealable tab near the 
drinking opening once the resealable tab in the present invention has been removed or stored 
elsewhere. Finally, the Sitko, et al reference contemplates a raised area necessary for detaching 
the strip. Given the light and flexible construction of the resealable tab in the present invention, 
a raised area is not necessary for effective and convenient use of the present invention. 

With respect to the Lu, et al reference, this disclosure also fails to teach the resealable 
tab contemplated in the present invention. First and foremost, this reference is more adeptly 
applicable to beverage cans of steel or aluminum construction, and not cups and the like. 
Further, the "tape" closure in the Lu, et al reference contemplates a plastic construction having a 
vapor coated thin layer of metal, such as aluminum. Here again, the efficacy of the resealing 
ability of the tape closure appears limited given the relatively rigid and heavy construction 
contemplated for the closure. Finally, the Lu, et al reference incorporates an interior sheet 
material which is adhesively bonded to the tape. Naturally, the manufacturing complexities 
associated with such a construction result in further limitations not associated with the present 
invention. 

Accordingly, the Clements, Sitko, et al and Lu, et al references do not teach, in 
combination or otherwise, the resealable tab disclosed in the present invention. As such, it is 
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respectfully contended that the present invention is not obvious over the Clements reference in 
view of the Sitko, et al reference and the Lu, et aL reference. 

Specification Corrections 

Applicant notes that several corrections are required in the specification. The corrections 
are necessary to clarify the subject matter of the claims. The corrections below do not add any 
new matter to the Application. 

Please add a comma (",") between "1(C)" and "2(A)" on page 14, line 9. 

Please insert "412 and 416" in place of "410 and 414" on page 22, line 10. 

Please insert "408," right after the phrase "Lifting members 404," at page 22, line 12. 

Please replace the number "510" with the number "512" on page 22, line 17. 

Please replace the phrase "and 510," with the phrase "and 514," on page 22, line 18. 

Please replace the number "604" with the number "606" on page 23, line 5. 

The Applicant includes a mockup specification illustrating all of the above corrections for 
the ease and convenience of the Examiner. 
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CONCLUSION 


For the foregoing reasons, allowance of the present application is in order and is 
respectfiilly requested. Should the Examiner have any additional questions, he is invited to 
telephone the undersigned at (310) 215-7519. 

Respectfully Submitted, 


Dated: June ^2003 

HAIGHT, BROWN & BONESTEEL, LLP 
6080 Center Drive, Suite 800 
Los Angeles, California 90045 
(310)215-7100 



Dennis S. Morris 
Reg. No. 38,975 


Tel. No. (310)215-7519 
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TITLE OF THE INVENTION 
A RESEALABLE TAB FOR A DRINKING CUP 

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 


This Application claims the benefit, under Title 35, United 
States Code §119 (e), of United States Provisional Patent 
Application Serial No.: 60/224,341 filed 8/11/2000. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

Not Applicable 
REFERENCE TO A "MICROFICHE APPENDIX" (SEE 37 CFR 1.96) 

Not Applicable 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the invention 

This invention relates to a lid and resealable tab for use 
on a lid for a drinking cup and more particularly relates to a 
lid having a top surface which defines a drinking opening having 
a predetermined shape and dimension and a resealable tab having 
a relatively thin, flexible substrate having a first surface and 
second surface having a food grade adhesive located between the 
top surface and one of the first surface and second surface, 
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wherein the substrate has a shape and dimension which is adapted 
to removeably cover the drinking opening thereby preventing 
spillage. 

In the preferred embodiment, the substrate has a food grade 
adhesive coated on one of the tab surfaces to enable the 
substrate. to be located over the drinking opening and to have 
the adhesive form a sealing relationship between that portion of 
the top surface surrounding and defining the drinking opening 
and the surface of the substrate positioned towards or facing 
the drinking opening. The spacing between the top surface and 
tab is determined by the thickness of the adhesive layer which 
must have a minimum thickness to withstand fluid forces from the 
fluid being directed against the resealable tab. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

It is known in the prior art to have a lid for a drinking 

cup which has a drinking opening. United States Patent ^ 

5,692,616 discloses a sanitary drink cup lid which includes a 

drinking cup lid and a protective covering enclosing the 

drinking cup lid. The protective covering is peeled, by the 

user, from the drinking cup lid exposing the drinking opening 

prior to use. A drinking opening is provided in the cover 
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portion adjacent to the lip portion. The. protective covering 
enclosing the drinking cup lid comprises a top protective sheet 
and a bottom protective sheet which are joined together beyond 
the periphery of the drinking cup lid as well as through the 
drinking opening. When the protective covering is peeled from 
the drinking cup, the top protective sheet, which is joined to 
an interior section of the bottom protective sheet, pulls the 
bottom protective sheet though the drink opening during removal. 

United States Patent 4,953,743 discloses a lid for use on a 
drinking cup having a central horizontal cover portion which has 
a vent means. The central cover portion of the lid has a 
plurality of downwardly depending spaced apart channel portion 
provided therein forming wave dampening baffles to dampen the 
waves of splashing of the contents of the cup to minimize 
accidental splash actuated-spillage of the contents of the cup 
through the vent opening. 

United States Patent 4,753,365 discloses a lid for a 
drinking cup having a removable tab to permit removal thereof by 
the fingers of a user engaging a vertical portion of the iid and 
separating the same from the lid exposing a drinking opening in 
a predetermined location. 

-3- 



263 080901 5572.1 413440/021 

United States Patent 4,589,569 discloses a lid for a 
drinking cup wherein a top wall has a drinking opening formed 
therein the top wall of the lid has a recess formed in it 
adjacent to a drinking opening to accommodate the upper lid to 
accommodate the upper lip of the user. 

United States Patent 4,438,865 discloses a lid for a 
drinking cup comprising a circular-like body having a downturned 
channel section formed continuously about the periphery for 
engagement at the rim of a drinking cup. The lid is optionally 
usable in one mode in which a straw is inserted through a straw 
aperture, while the straw itself is supported by the inner end . 
of the drink tab and in another mode after the tab is removed to 
provide a larger reinforced drink opening including part of the 
straw aperture . 

United States Patent 5,911,331 discloses a plastic dome for 
a drinking cup which has the capability of functioning as a 
complete closure lid as a cup and as a drink through lid 
employing a recloseable-open lid segment which is used for 
completely closing the lid. 

United States Design Patent 417,845 discloses a drinking 

lid having a raised annular shaped ridge formed around the 
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periphery of the lid wherein the raised annular shaped ridge 
forms an elongated shaped slot which functions as a drinking 
opening for the drinking lid. 

In the known prior art lids, a user transports a drinking 
cup containing liquid or fluid, e.g. hot coffee, wherein the 
prior art lid has an uncovered or open drinking, opening such 
that the liquid or fluid can splash out of, spout out of,, or 
otherwise be propelled out of the drinking opening. 

In the known prior art lids which have removable tabs, once 
the user removes the tab the liquid or fluid contained within 
the drinking cup can splash out of, spout out of or otherwise be 
propelled out of the drinking opening. " 

In the sanitary drinking cup lid disclosed in United States 

Patent 5,&92,616, a protective sheet is formed over the entire 

lid and is joined, to an inner section of a bottom protective 

sheet and the intersection of the bottom portion is pulled 

through the drinking opening during the user peeling away the 

protective sheet. Once the drinking opening has been exposed, 

the liquid or fluid in the drinking cup can splash out of, spout 

out of or otherwise he propelled out of the drinking opening. 

Further, the drinking opening cannot be resealed. 
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None of the known prior art teaches the use of a resealable 
tab having a relatively thin, flexible substrate and a food 
grade adhesive for removeably sealing the drinking opening in a 


The present invention discloses and teaches a new, novel 
and unique resealable tab adapted to seal a drinking opening on 
a., lid for a drinking cup. 

The known prior art, including the above referenced United 
States Patents, do not disclose, suggest or teach a lid and 
resealable tab for a drinking cup having a preformed drinking 
opening, a resealable tab adapted to seal a drinking opening in 
a lid for a drinking cup or a combination of a drinking cup, a 
lid and a resealable tab having a relatively thin flexible 
substrate adapted to cooperate with a food grade adhesive to 
removeably seal a drinking opening. 

Therefore, one of the advantages of the present invention 
is that a lid for a drinking cup having a drinking opening 
formed in the lid can have the drinking opening removeably 
closed with a resealable tab using the teachings of the present 


lid for a drinking cup. 


BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
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invention. The resealable tab prevents spillage, spouting or 
otherwise propelling of fluid through a drinking opening. 

Another advantage of the present invention is that the 
resealable tab can be in the form of a relatively thin, flexible 
substrate having first surface and second surface wherein the 
substrate has a predetermined shape and dimension and which is 
adapted to cover , the drinking opening with either one of the 
first surface and second surface. 

Another advantage of the present invention is that the 
resealable tab can include a food grade adhesive located between 
one of the surfaces of a relatively thin, flexible substrate and 
the top surface defining a drinking opening. 

Another advantage of the present invention -is that the food 
grade adhesive can be affixed to, preferably coated on, either 
of the first surface and second surface of a thin, flexible 
substrate. 

Another advantage of the present invention is that the food 
grade adhesive can be coated around the periphery of the 
drinking opening and a relatively thin, flexible substrate can 
be affixed to the adhesive and enclosing the drinking opening to 
form a resealable tab. 
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Another advantage of the present invention is that the 
relatively thin, flexible substrate can have a food grade 
adhesive coated thereon such that the substrate can be 
positioned over the drinking opening exposing a portion of the 
food grade adhesive to the drinking opening. 

Another advantage of the present invention is that the 
resealable tab can be removed from the drinking open, placed at 
a temporary location on the lid surface for storage while the 
user drinks from the drinking* opening and the tab can then be 
replaced over the drinking opening until the user desires to 
drink again from the drinking opening. 

Other features and advantages will appear from the 
following description in which the preferred embodiments have ■ 
been set for the in detail in conjunction with the accompanying- 
drawings . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figs. 1(A), KB) and 1(C) are top plan views of lids for a 
drinking cup having a resealable tab of different designs 
affixed to and sealing a drinking opening; 
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Figs. 2(A), 2(B) and 2(C) are top, front and left side 

perspective views of the embodiments of Figs. 1(A), 1(B) and 

1(C), respectively showing the seal in a sealed position, a 

partially removed position and fully open position respectively; 

Figs. 3(A), 3(B) and 3(C) are top plan views of the 

embodiments of Figs. 1(A), 1(B) and 1(C), respectively, wherein 

the resealable tabs are removed from a sealing relationship with 

the top surface and exposing the drinking opening formed in a 

lid and the removed seal is temporarily stored by being placed 

in the recessed central portion of the lid; 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of another embodiment of a lid 

having a partially recessed section for receiving the lip of a 

user and wherein the sidewalls are formed away from the drinking 

opening and the drinking opening is located in the outer edge 

and is sealed with a resealable tab having a relatively thin, 

flexible substrate having a food grade adhesive coated thereon; 

Fig, 5 is a top plan view of still another embodiment of a 

lid having a generally circular shaped and having a substantial 

portion of the center lid surface recessed for receiving the lid 

of a user wherein the first sidewall and the drinking opening is 

located on a top surface of the sidewall and the drinking 
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opening is sealed with a resealable tab having a relatively 
thin, flexible substrate having a food grade adhesive coated 
thereon; 

Fig. 6(A) is a pictorial representation of a circular 
shaped resealable tab for sealing the drinking opening in. a lid 
having a food grade adhesive coated on one surface thereof; 

Fig. 6(B) is a pictorial representation of a circular 
shaped resealable tab of Fig. 6(A) illustrating a substrate 
defining the resealable tab and having a food grade adhesive 
coated on one surface thereof; 

Fig. 6(C) is a pictorial representation of a circular 
shaped resealable tab for sealing the drinking opening in a lid 
having a food grade adhesive coated thereon illustrated in Fig. 
6 (A) and located over an opening formed in a lid to seal the 
same exposing the remaining portion of the food grade adhesive 
over the drinking opening; 

Fig. 7(A) is a pictorial representation of a circular 
shaped resealable tab for sealing the drinking opening in a lid 
without a food grade adhesive coated thereon; 

Fig. 7(B) is a pictorial representation of a circular . 

shaped resealable tab of Fig. 7(A) illustrating a substrate 
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defining the resealable tab and positioned above the drinking 
opening formed in the top surface of the lid wherein a food 
grade adhesive is formed around the periphery of the drinking 
opening; 

Fig. 7(C) is a pictorial representation of a circular 
shaped resealable tab for sealing the drinking opening in a lid 
as illustrated in Fig. 7(B) wherein the food grade adhesive is 
in sealing engagement with the circular shaped resealable tab 
for closing the drinking opening; 

Fig, 8 is a pictorial representation of an oblong or oval 
shaped substrate adapted for use as a resealable tab for 
practicing this invention and having a protruding lifting member 
shown by dashed lines to facilitate removal of the tab; 

Fig, 9 is a pictorial representation of an circular shaped- 
substrate adapted for use as a resealable tab for practicing 
this invention and having protruding lifting member shown by 
dashed lines to facilitate removal of the tab; 

Fig. 10 is a pictorial representation of an elongated 
circular shaped substrate adapted for use as a reseaLable tab 
for practicing this invention; 
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Fig. 11 is a pictorial representation of a rectangular 
shaped substrate adapted for use as a resealable tab for 
practicing this invention; 

-Fig. 12 is a pictorial representation of a combination an 
elongated circular shaped and rectangular shaped substrate 
adapted for use as a resealable tab for practicing this 
invention; 

Fig. 13 is a pictorial representation of ,an oblong shaped 
substrate illustrated in Fig. 10 having a protruding lifting 
member adapted for use as a resealable tab for practicing this 
invention; and 

Fig. 14 is a chart illustrating various resealable tab 
shapes and sizes with the tab size plotted or shown as a 
function of tab depth wherein the tab size includes 20mm, 23mm, 
26mm and 2 9mm and the .tab depth includes 14mm, 17mm, 22mm, 25mm 
and 3 0mm and wherein certain of the shapes of the tabs 
associated with the illustrated tab size and tab depth are shown 
together with a lifting member depicted for each tab shape. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 


In the embodiments described herein in Figures, the common 
elements are identified with the same numbers. 

Figs. 1(A), 1(B) and 1(C) show a lid 20 and resealable tab 
22 for a drinking cup. Each tab may be of a different shape or 
may be the same shape but of a different size. Advertising 
indicia may be included on or affixed to the tab 22. The lid 20 
h^s an outer edge 2 6 having a generally circular periphery and a 
top surface 30 for defining a drinking opening, visible as 
element 32 in Fig. 3, and having a predetermined shape and 
dimension . 

An annular sidewall 4 0 is operatively connected to and 
extends circumf erentially or axially from the outer edge 26 and ^ 
extends in a first direction relative to the top surface. In 
Figs. 1(A), 1(B) and 1(C), the sidewall 40 extends away from the 
top surface 30. Sidewall 40 extends higher around about halfway 
of the periphery of the lid 20. 

An annular mounting member 42 is formed on the lid 2 0 and 

functions to sealingly engaging the lip of a drinking cup 46. 

In Figs. 2(A), 2(B) and 2(C), the annular mounting member 42 

extends circumf erentially or axially around the edge of the cup 
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46. The resealable tab 22 folds over the top surface 44 defined 
by the annular sidewall 40 to insure a sealing relationship. 

The resealable tab 22 has a relatively thin, flexible 
substrate having a first surface and second surface as shown in 
greater detail in Figs. 6(A), 6(B), 6(C), 7(A), 7(B) and 7(C). 
The substrate has a predetermined shape and dimension which is 
adapted to cover the drinking opening 3 2 with either one of the 
first and second surfaces. _ 

In Figs. 1(A), 1(B), /(C^ 2 (A)), 2(B), 2(C), 3(A), 3(B) and 
3 (C) , the annular sidewall 40 extends in first direction which 
is away from the top surface 3 0 defining the drinking opening 
32. 

In Figs. 3(A), 3(B) and 3(C) depicts the tab 22 as being 
removed from the opening 3 2 and being temporarily stored on top 
surface 30. 

In Fig. 4, the annular sidewall 40 on the outside extends 

in a first direction which is" away from top surface 3 0 defining 

the drinking opening shown by dashed opening 32 ' . The partially 

recessed area shown by arrow 62 communicates with a sloped 

surface 59 which extends in a direction which is towards the 

recessed area 62 and top surface 30. 
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In Fig. 5, the embodiment of the lid 63 is generally 
circular shaped and has a raised outer annular ring 64 having 
sidewalls 66. The center portion adjacent the sidewalls 66 
forms a recessed area within the central lid surface and is 
recessed over substantially the entire surface as shown by 
recessed area 65. The recessed area 65 is adapted to receive 
the lip of a user. A resealable tab 68 is located across the 
drinking opening shown by dashed opening 32'' formed in the top 
surface 67 of the annular ring 64. The drinking opening 32' » is 
located under the resealable tab 68. 

In Figs. 6 (A) , 6(B) and 6-(C) , a resealable tab 70 for a 
drinking cup lid surface 80 has a food grade adhesive 72 coated 
on one of the first surface 74 and second surface 76. The 
adhesive 72 forms a sealing layer having a predetermined 
thickness. As shown in Fig. 6(C), the one of the first surface 
and second surface is affixed in an opposed spaced relationship 
to the drinking opening 32. The spacing therebetween is 
determined by the thickness of the adhesive sealing layer. In 
Fig. 6(C), surface 76 has . the adhesive 72 coated or formed 
thereon forming an adhesive sealing layer. 
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As shown in Figs. 6(A), 6(B), 6(C), 7(A), 7(B) and 7(C), a 
food grade adhesive is located between one of the first surface 
and second surface and a drinking cup lid surface 80 or 100 to 
enable one of the first and second surfaces to be located over 
the drinking opening 32. The adhesive is shown as 72 in Fig. 
■6(C) and as 86 in Fig, 7(C) and forms a sealing relationship 
between that portion of the top surface 30 defining the drinking 
opening 32. In Figs. 6(A), 6(B) and 6 (C) , the one of the first 
surface and second surface exposes the remaining portion of the 
adhesive to the drinking opening 3 2 located in the top surface. 
The spacing between 72 and drinking cup lid surface 80 is 
determined by the thickness of the. adhesive sealing layer as 
depicted in Figs. 6(C) and 9(C). 

In Fig. 6(C), the drinking cup lid surface 80 is in sealing 
engagement with the adhesive 72 which is preferably coated on 
surface. 76 . 

It is envisioned that any technique for applying the 
adhesive may be used in practicing this invention. This 
includes, without limitation, spraying, coating, vaporizing, 
sputtering, rolling, affixing preshaped adhesive forms around 


-16- 


263 080901 5572.1 413440/021 

the opening on the tab surface and any other technique known to 
persons skilled in the art. 

The food grade adhesive may comprise a polyethylene 
composition or other food grade adhesive as in well known in the 
art. For example labels affixed to fruit and vegetables have 
food grade adhesive. 

Preferably, the food grade adhesive comprises a composition 
which has increased adhesivity as the temperature thereof is 
increased above ambient temperature. Such an adhesive would 
provide a better sealant for hot liquids, such as hot coffee in 
a drinking cup. 

It is envisioned that a combination for protecting the 
invention would comprise the following elements: (i) a drinking 
cup having a lip defining a top opening, and (ii) a lid having 
an outer edge having a generally circular periphery. In such a 
combination, the lid includes a top surface for defining a 
drinking opening having a predetermined shape and dimension and 
an annular shaped sidewall which is operatively connected to and 
which extends . circumferentially or axially from the lid and in a 
first direction relative to the top surface. An annular 


080901 5572.1 413440/021 

mounting member is formed on the lid for sealingly engaging the 
lip of the drinking cup. 

A resealable tab for use in the combination would have a 
relatively thin, flexible substrate having a first surface and 
second surface wherein the substrate would have a shape and 
dimension which is adapted to cover the drinking opening with 
either one of the first surface and second surface. A food 
grade adhesive is located between one of the first surface and 
second surface and the top surface to enable one of the first 
and second surfaces to be located over the drinking opening and 
to have the adhesive form a sealing relationship between that 
portion of the top surface defining the drinking opening and the 
one of the first and second surface, the spacing therebetween 
being defined by he thickness of the adhesive layer. 

Thus, Figs. 6(A), 6(B) and 6(C) covers the preferred 
embodiment wherein the adhesive 72 is coated on the second ^ 
surface 76. The second surface 76 having the adhesive 72 
located thereon is affixed to the drinking opening 32 exposing 
that portion of. the adhesive not in sealing engagement with 
surface, to the drinking opening 32 to fluid spouting through the 
sealed drinking opening 32 and into contacting the adhesive 72. 



080901 5572.1 413440/021 

In the alternative. Figs. 7(A), 7(B) and 7(C) cover the 
embodiment wherein the adhesive 86 is coated on the top surface 
of a drinking cup lid surface 100 and no adhesive is affixed to 
the resealable tab 80: One of the first surface 82 and second 
surface 84 is affixed to the adhesive 86 coated on that portion 
of the top surface of a drinking cup 100 surrounding the 
drinking opening 32. This embodiment reduces the amount of 
adhesive which would come in contact with a fluid spouting 
through the sealed drinking opening 32, 

In Fig. 8, the pictorial representation of an oblong shaped 
substrate or tab 102 is shown as having a lifting member 103. 
The tab 102 may be used for a drinking opening which can be 
either oblong or oval in shape. Such shapes of drinking 
openings are disclosed in the known prior art lids for drinking 
cups as described above. Dashed lines 103 represent a 
protruding lifting member to facilitate removal and/or 
replacement of the tab 102 on a drinking opening. 

The lifting member can be formed of any predetermined 
shape, such as, for example, a protruding lifting member or an 
elongated lifting member. 
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In Fig. 9, the pictorial representation is of a circular 
shaped substrate 104 adapted for use for removeably sealing a 
drinking opening having a dimension which is less than that of 
the circular shaped siabstrate.. The dimension of the circular 
shaped substrate should be selected to allow sufficient overlap 
of the edge thereof beyond the periphery of the drinking 
opening. Dashed lines 105 represent a protruding lifting member' 
to facilitate removal and/or replacement of the tab 104 on a 
drinking opening. 

In Fig. 10, the pictorial representation is' of an elongated 
shaped substrate or tab 106 adapted for use as a resealable tab 
for practicing this invention. Thus, if the shape of the tab is 
oblong or oval, no lifting member may be required. 

In Fig. 11, the pictorial representation is of a 
rectangular shaped substrate or tab 108 adapted for use as a 
resealable tab for practicing this invention. Tab 108 has an 
appropriate predetermined shape and dimension which can be 
sealed using a rectangular shaped resealable tab. 

In Fig. 12, the pictorial representation is of . a resealable 

tab 110 which is a combination of a circular shape and 

rectangular shape configured for use as a resealable tab for 
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practicing this invention in a manner similar to that described 
above in connection with Figs. 8 thorough 11. 

In Fig. 13, the pictorial representation is of an oblong 
shaped substrate or tab 112 similar to tab 106 illustrated in 
Fig. 10, except that tab 112 has a protruding lifting member 114 
adapted for use as a resealable tab for practicing this 
invention. A user can use a user's fingers to grasp the 
protruding lifting member for removing the resealable seal from 
the drinking opening. Also, a user can utilize the protruding 
lifting member to reaffix the resealable tab over the drinking 
opening. 

Fig, 14 • is a' chart , which illustrates by shape, several 
examples of resealable tabs- and associated lifting members for a 
selected number of tab sizes, in mm, plotted or shown as a 
function of tab depth, in mm. In the chart of Fig. 14, a 
resealable tab having a size of 20mm and tab depth of 14mm is 
shown to have an oval shape 202 having a lifting member 204. 
Tab shape 206 has a lifting tab 208, a size of 23mm and depth of 
14mm. Tab shape 210 has a tab size of 26mm, a tab depth of 14mm 
and lifting member 212. Tab shape 214 has a size of 29mm and 
depth of 14mm and a lifting member of 216. If the label depth 
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is held at about' 14mm and the tab size is increased, the 
resealable tab takes on a more generally oval or oblong shape. 

Resealable tab shapes 302 through 314 are illustrated for 
tab sizes 20mm, 23mm, 26mm and 29mm, Each of the tab shapes 
302, 306, 310 and 314 have lifting members 304, 308, 312 and 316 
respectively. 

Tab shapes 402, 406, 410 and 414 are illustrated using the 

same tab depth of 22 mm, and vary in tab sizes of 2 0mm, 23mm, 

26mm and 29mm respectively. Each t^ir^hapei4^X 406, 410 and 

/ m (yrJ \ 
414 have lifting members 404, 4od, 41 - 0 and 4 1 4 respectively. 

Lifting member 408 is depicted as being fp^^nre^of a selected 

shape in the tab 406. Lifting members /404 ,^^412 ajid 416 are 

shown by dashed lines and can be f ormed\i,n_^any^ 

shape . 

Resealable tab shapes having a 25 mm depth and tab size of 
20mm, 23mm, 26mm and 29mm are shown by tair^hapes 502, 506, 510 
and 514 having lifting tabs 504, 508 ,i^5^ a^dji6-^spectively . 

As shown as tab shapes 502, 506, SlO^a^r-^i^^ sls the tab 
depth is increased and the tab size approach the tab depth, the 
resealable tab is generally annular or circular shaped. 
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However, when the tab depth is increased to 3 0mm, the tab 
shapes shown 602, 606, 610 and 614 are more oval shaped at tab 
sizes 20mm and 23mm, but become more annular shaped as shown by 
tab shapes 610 and 612. Resealable tab 614 is/^^n^ally 
circular shaped. Each of the tab shapes 602/.^^, iio and 614 
have a lifting member depicted in dashed members 604, 608, 612 
and 616, respectively. As depicted in lifting member 604, the 
lifting tab can extend to be a significantly extended protruding 
lifting member. In the alternative, the lifting member can be a 
thin elongated member as depicted by lifting tab 61'6. 

It is envisioned that the teaching of this invention could 
be used for a lid to be applied to a container, for any 
beverage, liquid or the lid where the lid has an orifice, 
opening or aperture that could be used as an access opening 
pouring opening, drinking opening, straw passage opening or the 
like when the lid is operatively attached to a container. The 
orifice, opening or aperture in the lid can be resealed using 
the resealable tab of the present invention. 

The fluid, beverage or the like placed in a container 

having a lid and drinking opening closed or sealed using the 

resealable tab of the present invention may be hot or cold fluid 
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or liquid. It is envisioned that a variety or known food grade 
adhesives could be used in practicing this invention depending 
on the application. 

The thickness of the adhesive layer may preferably be 
selected to vary from about .001 inch to about .010 inch. In 
certain applications where a strong bonding is. required, the 
thickness may be greater than about ,010 inch. In certain 
applications the thickness may be less than, about .001 inch 
depending on the requirements, such as dimension and shape of 
the opening. The adhesive layer must be of a sufficient or 
minimum thickness to not be opened or unsealed by the force of 
the fluid spouting through the sealed opening. If the adhesive 
layer is too thick, the tab may be to high off of the drinking 
opening, which is undesirable. 

Also, if a more aggressive adhesive is required,, the 
surface area of the adhesive seeking area can be increased. 
Generally, this would require the use of a tab having a greater 
surface area for engaging and sealing with the top surface. 
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It is envisioned that all variations of the resealable tab 
shapes, size, adhesives, thickness of the adhesive sealing layer 
and opening size can be accommodated using the teachings of this 
invention. 
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